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The independent audit of Ulster County’s financial statements for the year ended December 31,
2024, was completed by PFK O’Connor Davies, LLP. The County received an unmodified, or
“clean” opinion on the financial statements and did not have any material weaknesses or
noncompliance relating to internal controls over financial reporting. However, one significant
deficiency in internal control regarding the reconciliation of taxes receivable was reported. 

Prior to 2023, Ulster County was classified as a “low risk” auditee for federal single audit purposes.
However, the late filing of the 2022 Single Audit, which resulted from transition challenges within
the Department of Finance and prior issues in financial oversight, caused the County to be
designated as “high risk.” This designation requires additional audit testing to ensure compliance
with federal programs. The County is actively working to regain its “low risk” status by improving
financial management and audit coordination, submitting reports on time, and achieving a clean
opinion for the 2025 fiscal year.

There is a significant difference in financial reporting from the amounts that were listed in the
County’s Annual Financial Report “AFR”, which was submitted to the NYS Comptroller in May
2025, and the audited financial statements which were completed in September 2025. The audited
financial statements are the official financial report of the County. Normally these two financial
reports should not have drastic differences. The audited financial statements show that fund
balance in the General Fund increased by $13,055,756 during the year, with total General Fund
2024 fund balance ending at $182,266,797. This represents an $8.5 million decrease from the
amount reported in the County’s AFR. Reasons for the differences include both adjustments
prepared and recorded by the County after report submission and adjustments proposed by the
auditors.
 
The full audited financial statements can be found here.

The full Annual Financial Report can be found here.

Financial Analysis

Overview
Ulster County ended fiscal year 2024 in a strong financial position, with revenues exceeding
expenditures and independent auditors issuing a clean opinion on the County’s financial
statements. This report summarizes the key results of that audit, offering the public and
policymakers a clear view of the County’s overall fiscal health. The County continues to maintain
substantial reserves, including sizable balances in its health insurance and workers’ compensation
internal service funds. While these funds provide important financial protection, their growing
surpluses suggest the need for review to ensure that rates charged, and benefits offered are
appropriately aligned with actual costs. The audit also highlights areas needing attention, including
fund balance management, tax receivable reconciliations, and restoring the County’s low-risk
federal audit status. Together, these findings demonstrate both the County’s financial stability and
the importance of continued oversight and accountability.
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https://www.ulstercountyny.gov/files/assets/countysite/v/1/finance/documents/annual-reports/2024/2024-annual-comprehensive-financial-report.pdf
https://www.ulstercountyny.gov/files/assets/countysite/v/1/finance/documents/annual-reports/2024/2024-annual-financial-report.pdf


General Fund revenues and other sources exceeded expenditures and other uses by $13,055,756. This
surplus is attributed in part to an increase in sales tax revenue and hotel occupancy tax revenue in 2024.
Sales tax revenue remains the highest source of revenue at $175,342,032 in 2024, up from $170,569,996
in 2023 and above the $167,000,000 budgeted for 2024. Sales and use tax revenue was more than double
the County’s property tax revenue of $75,445,725 in 2024. 
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At the end of 2024, the amount of unrestricted fund balance in the General Fund was $20.3 million over
the maximum amount allowed by the County’s Fund Balance Policy. The two other funds covered by the
policy (the Road Machinery Fund and the County Road Fund) were within (under) the policy limits. The
policy calls for the General Fund to maintain a minimum of 15% of current expenditures, which would have
been $58,903,306 for 2024.

The County Legislature has assigned a great deal of fund balance to various projects, which has no impact
on unrestricted fund balance. 
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The County has set aside $17,275,261 to fund housing development. This is composed of a $2,000,000
transfer to the Housing Action Fund in 2024, and a $15,275,261 assignment of General Fund Balance.
In the chart below from the 2024 audited financial statements, the full detail of how the County has
planned to use fund balance can be seen:

So far, this report has discussed the governmental fund financial statements of the County, which focus
on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as on balances of spendable
resources available at the end of the fiscal year. We primarily focus on the information presented in the
fund financial statements, as it is far more relevant to decision makers than the information presented in
the government wide financial statements. For example, the County develops and tracks budget
performance using fund financial statements. 
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In addition to governmental funds, the County also has two internal service funds. The County has a
Health Insurance Fund which accounts for the County employee’s self-insured medical coverage, and
a Worker’s Compensation Pool Fund. The County and its employees are the sole participants of the
Health Insurance Fund, while other local governments situated within the County purchase coverage
from the Worker’s Compensation Fund. At the close of 2024 the Worker’s Compensation Pool had an
accumulated surplus (or net position) of $10.5 million, and the health insurance fund had net position
of $10.6 million. While the balances in these funds are unrestricted in nature, they must be used to
either lower rates charged by the funds to participants or increase the benefits offered. The external
auditors have noted that this should be addressed in their management letter for the last two years. 

The goal of the Governmental Accounting Standards Board in requiring local governments to present
government wide financial statements was to increase comparability across industries in the
accounting world. The issue with that is that government simply is not the same as a for profit entity.
Certain relevant information can be found in the government wide financial statements, such as the
total outstanding debt of the County. But the statements also require the inclusion of a fair amount of
actuarial estimation to determine and record liabilities for things such as the discounted total amount of
pension and other than pension benefits that the County will have to pay out to retirees in the future.
These actuarially determined estimates are subject to differ greatly from actual performance. The
statement of net position accounts makes the appropriate adjustments to convert fund financial
statements to government wide financial statements which account for all resources, current and long
term.

The net position, or the difference between total assets & liabilities, of the County Governmental
Activities was $49.6 million, an increase of $13.0 million from the prior year. 

Bonds Payable in governmental activities increased to $112,157,283 in 2024, up by $16,556,663, from
$95,600,620 in 2023. The County issued $27,867,283 in general obligation bonds in 2024 and has
scheduled principal payments of $10,767,283 due in 2025. 

Conclusions
In summary, Ulster County closed 2024 on solid financial footing. Revenues outpaced expenditures,
reserves remain well above policy minimums, and the County continues to maintain a positive outlook
with manageable debt levels. Continued diligence will be needed to address recurring audit
recommendations, but the County’s financial position should be on pace to provide flexibility to support
housing, infrastructure, and community priorities in the years ahead.


