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CORE GOALS OF A GOOD (PROPERTY) TAX 

SYSTEM*

1. Transparency – Is it simple enough for taxpayers to understand?

2. Equity – Are parcels treated the same way or differently?

3. Efficiency – Is it the lowest cost for a given level of service?

4. Accountability – Is leadership answerable to its constituency, and do records and

goals clearly allow for verification?

*See Briggs, David W. “Ulster County: Centralized Property Tax Administration Program – Assessment Study.” (2009)  



GOALS VS. REALITY

Why do businesses and residents especially loathe the property tax?*

(1) Big check due once a year

(2) Completely separate from your income

(3) Selection of services that may (or may not) benefit individual taxpayers

*See gen John, Rachel and Benjamin, Gerald (Center for Research, Regional Education and Outreach; SUNY New Paltz). “Equity 

and the Property Tax Burden for Citizens in Ulster County – Discussion Brief #1.” 

21 Local Assessors vs. 1 Centralized County Assessing Unit

Friendlier Payment Options



See NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services – Municipal Summary of Exemptions by Roll Year (2015-16) (Town of Esopus) 

*($000) Equalized Value in Thousands 



See NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services – Municipal 

Summary of Exemptions by Roll Year, Property Group, and 

Exemption Code (2015-16) (Town of Esopus) 

*($000) Equalized Value in  Thousands 



See NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services – Municipal Summary of Exemptions by Roll Year and Type (2015-16) (Town of Esopus) 

*($000) Equalized Value in  Thousands 



See NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services – County Summary of Exemptions and Exempt Value by Roll Year and Municipality (2016) (Ulster County)

*($000) Equalized Value in  Thousands 



UCIDA – EXEMPTIONS & PILOTS*

Fiscal 

Year-end

RPT 

County 

Exemption 

RPT Local 

Exemption

RPT 

School 

Exemption

Sales Tax 

Exemption

Mortgage 

Recording

Exemption

Net 

Exemption

2016
(35 Projects)

$369,585 583,503 2,185,207 500,734 7,028 3,646,057

*See Ulster County Industrial Development Agency Financial Statements (and Reports of Independent Auditors) (2016) (Schedule of Projects and 

Exemptions; Schedule of PILOTs).  See also Public Authorities Reporting Information System – Annual Report for Ulster County Industrial Development 

Agency (Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2016).

County PILOT Local PILOT School PILOT Total PILOTs

$307,766 788,191 1,704,018 2,799,975





UCIDA FINANCIAL AND EMPLOYMENT STATS*

Year-

end

Total 

Project 

Value

Total

Tax 

Exemp

Total 

PILOT

Net Tax 

Exemp

Est. Net 

Job 

Change

Net Exemp

per Job 

Gained

IDA

Expense

Expense

per 

Project

2015
35 Projects

$352.63M $5.73M $2.68M $3.05M 1,379 $2,211 $65,383 $1,868

2014
36 Projects

$356.33M $5.18M $2.15M $3.03M 1,471 $2,057 $285,157 $7,921

*See Office of the New York State Comptroller. Mid-Hudson IDA Data for 2015 (Ulster County Industrial Development Agency) and Annual Performance Report on 

NYS IDAs (Fiscal Years Ending 2014).

“Total Tax Exemp” – the gross amount of tax exemptions, including real property tax, mortgage recording tax, and state 

and local sales tax exemptions received on an annual basis

“Net Tax Exemp” – amount of annual total tax exemptions less annual PILOTs

“Net Exemp per Job Gained” – the annual cost of cumulative job gain



IMPACT OF FORECLOSURES IN ULSTER COUNTY*

	

	

*See Ulster County Comptroller.  “Ulster County 2017 Tax Lien Foreclosure Report – By the Numbers.” (April 18, 2017)



RESOURCES

Ulster County Comptroller: (845) 340-3529

countycomptroller@co.ulster.ny.us

NYS OSC Local Gov and School Accountability: (866) 321-8503 (Help Line)

(518) 408-5934 (Albany)

localgov@osc.state.ny.us

Ulster County Real Property Tax Service Agency: (845) 340-3490

Ulster County Industrial Development Agency: (845) 340-3556

oed@co.ulster.ny.us

NYS Office of Real Property Tax Services: (518) 591-5232 (General Assistance)

orpts.solutionscenter@tax.ny.gov
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