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County revenues were $393.8 million, representing 112% of the $353.0 million of the total financing
sources (revenues and fund balance appropriations) included in the 2022 Adopted Operating Budget. In
2022 Ulster County increased budgeted revenues by $18.6 million, and actual revenues exceeded the
increased budget amount by $40.8 million. The largest sources of revenue are classified by the County
as Non-Property Tax Items (which includes Sales Tax) of $171.3 million and $77.9 million in Real
Property Tax collections. The following chart details the revenues recorded and annual budgeted
amounts for 2022: 

Revenues

Due to the timing of the availability of financial data this quarterly report is outdated. The Ulster County
Comptroller’s office strives to release current, relevant financial data, but has experienced delays in the
availability of that data as a result of the abrupt resignation of the former County Commissioner of
Finance. The County’s 2022 Annual Financial Report was due with New York State 120 days after fiscal
year end, or May 1, 2023, yet was not filed with the State until October 13, 2023. The County’s external
audit and annual comprehensive financial report for the year ended December 31, 2022, was not
completed until January 25, 2024. 
 
At the close of 2022, the County saw revenues significantly exceed expenditures, resulting in an
operating surplus for the third year in a row. The growing amount of fund balance resulted in policy
revisions in 2023 and the creation of multiple fund balance reserves. 

All financial data presented in this report is derived from a fund budgeted for in the County’s annual
operating budget. The County’s capital projects fund, and all the County’s component units are excluded
from this analysis. 

OVERVIEW



Internal service funds account for the financing of goods or services provided by one department or
agency to other departments or agencies of the governmental unit, or to other governmental units, on a
cost-reimbursement basis.  Self-Insurance funds account for insurance coverage when the governing
body has decided to have a self-insurance program on an actuarial basis. 

In 2022 the County budgeted for one internal service fund, the workers compensation fund. Prior to
2022, this fund has never accounted for any surplus or deficits. The surplus for the year ended 2022
was $3,194,767. 

At the completion of the 2022 audit, another internal service fund was created to account for self-
insurance related to the County’s health insurance. Because the County has not created the health self-
insurance fund in the financial system yet, and this fund was not budgeted for in 2022, no information
regarding this fund was included in this report. The equity of this fund was previously included as a
liability in the General Fund which led to a prior period adjustment of $6,706,162. This combined with
2022 surplus of $399,260 brought total net position of this fund to $7,105,422. 

Both internal service funds classify their equity accounts as net position rather than fund balance. The
basis of accounting for these funds differs from the County’s main governmental funds, and long-term
actuarially determined estimates of liabilities are recorded where they are not for most governmental
funds.

Net Position (Equity)
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Non-Property Tax Items, which contain various revenues including sales and occupancy tax saw a
substantial increase from the previous year, with $10.9 million more in revenues. The following chart
further breaks down the amounts into the subcategories by tax type:

Expenditures
During the 2022 fiscal year the County expended $350.1 million or 99% of the $353.0 million budget.
Contractual expenses of $178.3 million and $92.5 million in personnel services were expended in 2022.
The following chart provides comparative actual and budgeted amounts for 2022:  



Ulster County has a fund balance policy that covers the amount of surplus desired for certain
governmental funds. The active fund balance policy at the end of 2022 only prescribed desired levels of
fund balance for the General Fund, it did not address the other funds of the County. The policy called
for an unassigned General Fund balance between 5% and 10% of the subsequent year’s General Fund
actual or budgeted operating expenditures, depending on the availability of data. At the close of 2022
the General Fund had an unassigned fund balance of $111,287,641 and a subsequent year
expenditure budget of $332,529,717. The General Fund closed 2022 with an unassigned fund balance
of 33.5% of 2023’s budgeted operating expenditures, which was over three times the policy limit.

In response to unassigned fund balance in the General Fund being $78 million over the policy limit a
revised policy was adopted in May 2023. The General Fund surplus desired under this new policy was
updated from 5-10% of unassigned fund balance to 15-20% of unrestricted fund balance, which
includes unassigned, assigned, and committed fund balance classifications. Additionally, the new
version of the policy included the County Road Fund and the Road Machinery Fund, and these funds
shall not exceed an unrestricted fund balance of 20% of operating expenditures of the fund.   

If we applied the new 2023 policy limitations on the 2022 fund balance levels, the County would still
have been over policy limits for the General Fund as well as the County Road Fund. 
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Fund balance is the term to describe the net position of most governmental funds and serves as a
measure of the financial resources available in the fund. Since 2020 Ulster County has had an
operating surplus in governmental funds and fund balance has increased. In 2021 there was a surplus
of revenues over expenditures by $39.9 million, which represented a substantial addition to fund
balance. Similarly, in 2022 governmental fund revenues exceeded expenditures by $40.6 million, which
added to fund balance for the third year in a row. The three-year addition to fund balance was $95.2
million. 

Of the $40,566,489 in 2022 surplus across the governmental funds, the General Fund saw the largest
increase with a $39,013,253 surplus being added to fund balance.

Fund Balance
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Long-Term Debt
Every year the County pays debt principal and interest related to previously bonded capital projects or
bond anticipation notes (“BANs”). BANs are short-term interest-bearing notes issued in anticipation of
bonds to be issued later. The 2021 BAN amount ($36.5 million) saw a decrease in 2022 ($31.1 million).
The 2021 outstanding bond amount of $90.9 million decreased to $89.0 million at the close of 2022.
The County’s total amount of outstanding debt as of December 31, 2022, was $120.1 million.

Future debt repayments are based on a cumulation of previous bond notes and are paid out of the debt
service fund. The amount of the subsequent year’s debt payment is known at the time of budget,
except for any payments relating to current year bonding activity, making this area very easy to predict.
The 2023 budgeted amount of debt service payment including principal and interest was $15.4 million. 

Due to the timing of financial reporting and the late availability of accurate information it is difficult for
legislators to have up to date fund balance figures. Legislators took many measures at the close of
2023 to attempt to get fund balance within the policy limits, but the information they were relying upon
was quite dated.


